
Trauma Service- reviewed /01/010/2024/AP 

Penetrating Abdominal Wounds – GSW wound 

Location:  

8th intercostal (ICS) to Groin Crease 

Posterior axillary line to posterior axillary line 

 Clinical evaluation 

SBP >90 mmHg  

Abdominal X-ray 

 

SBP > 90mmHg 

No abdominal distention 

SBP < 90 mmHg 

 Abdomen Distended 

Tender away from the wound 

Rectal tone positive 
 

Abdominal  X-ray 

To OR for exploratory 
laparotomy 

Bullet transverse abd. 

Patient stable  

Bullet unsure if traverse 
peritoneal cavity 

CT of pelvis & abdomen Bullet penetrates peritoneal 
cavity  

Bullet Extra peritoneal 

Observe 

Protocol # 14 Trauma 

Consider


