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Guidelines for Initial Evaluation of the Adult Trauma Patient with Open Extremity Fracture Wash out 
within 24 hours  

Orthopedic response within  30 
minutes of consultation 

Grade IIIA to IIIC 

↓ 
1.Visible debris is removed  in
the ED,

2.Moist dressing applied

3. Wrap with ace bandage.

4.Reduce fracture and splint
appropriately

Do not open site more than 
twice until the patient received 

definitive treatment 

↓ 
Administer appropriate antibiotics 

within 60 minutes of arrival  

↓ 
The patient is scheduled for a formal 
wash out of open fracture within 24 

hours of arrival time.  

Definitive care is done depending on 
the nature of the injury.   

Protocol #6  Ortho 


